BOROUGH  OP  CALNE. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
for  the  Year  Ending'  '^Ist  December,  1943. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
BOROUGH  OF  CALNE. 


Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  absence  of  your  permanent  Medical  Officer,  I have  the 
honour  to  submit  an  Annual  Report  for  1943*  accordance  with 

the  directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health  this  report  is  considerably 
curtailed  as  compared  with  pre-war  issues,  but  the  facts  show  that 
the  health  of  the  community  has  boen  maintained  at  a high  level, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  Invaluable  assistance  I have  received  on  all 
occasions  from  Mr,*'  Oliver, 


I,  General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  o f the  District. 


Area  (in  acres) 
population  (1943) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses-  (end 
to  Rat  e Book) 

Rateable  Value 

sum  represented  by  penny  rate 
ri.  Vital  Statistics  for  1943* 

of  1943  according 
£121 

1,276 

5,4§2 

• 1^525 

£28,171 
. 10.  11 

'of 

Live  Births 

Total, 

M, 

F.  Rate. 

E.  & W 

Legi  timate 

90 

50 

40 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

(16.5) 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  populati 

on) 

17.1 

Still  Births 

Rate  (per  1000  total  births) 

3 

1 

2 

30.9 

Deaths 

55 

25 

30 

(la.i) 

Death'  Rate  (per  1000  popul'^ti 

10.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year 
All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 
Le^timate  Infants  per  1000 
legimltate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 


74,5  (49) 
77.8 
0 


Deaths  from  Gencer  (all  ages) 

« . Measles  (all  ages) 

» Vfno oping  Cough  (all  ages) 

" - Diarrhoeci  (under  2 years  of  age) 

" Influenza 

« ■'  Respiratory  Diseases  ( 21,22,23) 

H =:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood 

Vessels  (18,19,20) 


11 

0 

0 

0 

2 

“7 

? 

21 


0?  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diaeases  (Ocher  'chan  Tuberculosis)  during  tho  Year  1943. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 

HosDi tal 

T 

Total 

Deaths 

smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  lever 

9 

6 

- 

Diphtheria 

-■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

P 

- 

- 

Puerperal.  Fever 

- 

- 

.Pneumonia 

4 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

... 

Ccrebrc  Spinal  Fever 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

Poll  pmy  ol  i 'c  i s 

- 

Whooping  Oou{/i 

3 

- 

Measles 

67 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  ^ 

and  Mortality. 

Totals  2'  , 2 2 2 1 


_CTE2.AI,'  ?RO"-’ISIO.N  OF  HE/iLOH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Government  I'yacuation  Sohome^ 

A'G  nhe  Glus(p  of  the  year  there  wore  115  evacuees  in  the  district, 
as  follows?'-'  17  inotherSj  29  unaccompanied  and  38  accompanied  children 
and  31  c-  ch.!i”s,  1,,  Or,  oripplcs,  old-age  pensioners  etc, 

l,t  ('he  'lolfa.re  Centre  there  is  a rest  room  for  mothers  with 
children'  s i/Lay.voom  /ndj^-ining,  which  is  equipped  with  toys;  bathing 
facilities/ si/uli  la'andry,  Citlzers*  Advice  Bureau,  boot  exchange  and 
emergeno;/  bods  for  homeless  persons  and/or  transferred  war-workers, 
etc, ; d3.  so  store  for  eojapment c. 


As  far  as  I am  aware  this  is  the  only  centre  in  the  country  with 
such-  facilities o 

At _ the  6-uiclos*  Hall  there  is  an  evacuated  school  from  Shepherds 
Bush  for  children  below  1 years  of  age  under  the  cha.rge  of  an  L*C,C. 
teachers, 

Maternity  ^ued  Child  Welfare 

(T)  liidwiife'ry  and  Maternity  Services. 

There  is  one  midwife  in  the  area,  v/ho  is  working  under  the 
County  Council  Scheme  through  the  Caine  Nursing  Association, 
and  a grant  is  received  from  the  County  Council  in  respect 
of  this  service^ 

(ii)  Institutional  Provisions  for  Mothers  and  Children, 

None  exists  within  the  area, 

(iii)  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

Duties  carried  out  by  County  Council  Health  Visitor, 

■(iv)  The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  introduced  during  this  year. 

It  is  held  at  the  Baptist  Church  HdLl  on  the  1st  and  3rd 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  2.00.p,m, 

(v)  Child  Life  Protection, 

During  the  year  the  N«S,P,C,C«  took  eueoeseful  action 

in  one  ba.d  case  of  parental  neglect. 

Registered  Maternlt y and  other  Nursing Homes  within  the  Borough 
None  exist. 

Nursery  Schools 

A War-time  Day  Nursery  was  opened  during  this  year  and  has  been 
running  with  considerable  success.  The  children  are  all  medically 
inspected  every  quarter. 

There  is  also  a Vfer-timo  Residential  Nursery  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Church  of  England  Waifs  and  strays  Society  at  a large  country 
house  in  the  district  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry 
of  Heal  the,  The  Nursery  is  visited  week:|.y  by  a local  medical 
practitioner  and  the  children  are  also  medically  inspected  every 
quarter  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Ambul  oxi  oy__EciCi  li  ti  e s 

( iT~Th f e oeTbus’*''Uas e s , A motor  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the 
Caine,  Chippenham  and  ilalmesbury  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Chippenham, of  which  the  Borough  of  Colne  is  a constituent 
authority, 

(ii)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  a motor  ambulance  is 
provided  by  the  local  Nursing  Association. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

G-eneral  Nursing,  This  is  provided  by  the  Caine  Nursin g Associate,  o 
and  is  in  every  way  satisfa.ctory , 

Briti sh  Restaurant 

This  extremely  well  run  restaurant  caters  for  factory  workers, 
evacuees  and  several  of  the  schools,  in  addition  to  the  general  public^j 
and  meets  a very  definite  need  most  successfully, 

Immun  i s a.  t i (j  n a.  gai  n s t Diphtheria 

Th_ia  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  visits  being  made 
at  frequent  intervals  by  Dr,  Blackley, 

SANITARJ  GIR0UM3TANCSIS  OF . THB  AREA, 

Publ i c 007 1 V ..  n i en  c o q 

Tlneae  were  opened  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  two  sites  in  the 
centre  of  the  tovrn  and  met  an  undoubted  want. 


Gorai3laints  are  still  made  irom  time  to  i;imo  o?  we.tor  shortage, 
parti cuj.arli  on  the  Council’s  housing  estate  at  Worth  End  and  the 
Town  Ocu'ooil  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  Water 
C omp a ny  t o 'C he  s e compl  ai  nt  s „ 

It  j.s  to  be  hoped  that  after  the  war  the  local  v/ater  company 
will  tciliu  active  steps  to  provide  a.n  adequa.te  v/ater  supply  to  all 
parts  of  the  Borough;  so  far,  v/hat  has  been  done'ln  recent  years 
has  been  proved  by  exporj.  ence  to  be  insuf fici  cnt 

Speaking  in  my  official  capacity  I should  like  to  register  the 
fact  tnat,  in  my  opinion,  it  v/ould.be  to  the  benefit  of  the  community 
if  the  local  a.uthority  xcurchased  the  v/atur  undertaking  and  modernised 
it  from  the  source  to  the  consumer^ 

The  v/ater  is  obtained  from  the  lower  greensaiid  springs  at 
Cal  stone  V'/ellingtgn,  about  3 rniles  to  the  south-east  of  the  borou^. 

Bacteriologically  the  water  shews  no  evidence  whatsoever  of 
harmful  pollution,  Ghlorina.tion  is  carried  out. 

The  percentage  of  houses  conneoTJed  to  the  piped  supply  is  98,36, 

Sewerage  and  sewage  P^i 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  developed  portion  of  the  Borough  is 
seweredrt  Except  for  the  houses  beyond  the  reach  of  the  sewers,  owing 
to  their  isolated  position,  the  percentage  of  houses  connected  la  91 
The  sewage  disposal  v/orks,  situated  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Caine  aicd  Ghippenliara  about  ij  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the  town, 
continues  i:o  function  satisfaotorily„ 

The  effluent,  v/hich  discharges  into  the  River  I.ia.rden  just  below 
Hazel  and  Ivlill,  and  about  one  mile  below  the  sewage  works,  is  up  to 
the  required  standeu'd.. 

Wo  cases  of  river  lyOllution  have  been  reported  during  the  year, 
Publi  c 01  e.-\n  si  ng 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  every  house,  the  Contractors 
emptying  che  receptacles  from  the  kerbside  -where  they  are  placed  ready 
by  the  householder^  The  Contrcictor  also  provides  the  tip,  vihich  is 
in  the  adjoining  Rural  District,  about  1-^-  miles  from  the  town  in  a 
north-easr erly  directj.on.  The  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  the  Contractor 
on  the  ‘ Bradford’ _ sys term. 

The  weight  of  salvage  collect ed  during  1943  rimounted  to  373g  tons 
valued  a'^  £?43*  5*  corresponding  figu.re  for  the  previous  year 

was  230J  tons  valued  at  £737 «•  10,  lo 

The, weight  of  waste  paper  collected  represented  19,2  cwt,  per 
1,000  of  the  population  per  month  r’^'i:. s ::  a National  figure  of 
15*1  cwt,  for  all . Boroughs,  v/hilb/r  the  avuragu  bone  collection,  on 
the  same  basis,  v/as  1C4  Ihc  against  a Wa.tional  figivro  for  all 
Borou^s  of  66  lb. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

During  the  year  the  G-overnmenij  si  aught  or~ho -use  was  closed,  all 
killing  being  transferred  to  Chippenham  as  from  7th  Ma.y, 

The  -weight  of  meat  condemned  from  1st  January  to.  this  date  was 
13  tons  4"15  , , including  edible  arid  inedible  offal.  During  the 

previous  year’s  working  the  amount  v/as  23  tons  I8  cwt,  2 qrs,  19'1  lb 
498  t-ins  of  conned  food  v/ero  condenmed  during  the  year  in 
addition 


In  additi  vu, 

Food 

stock  Sr, 

Wo  rp-Lse 

Til.  Oou 

Food 

and 

Ivlilk 

Gup-.)l7r. 

There  1 

jO  B Id, 

■ 4ii7 


j ajTi , 
t-j  ns 


173  lb,  bread,  9 lb,  margarl..e  and  21  duck  eggs 


of  canned  rnealo  were 


condemned  ex  Ministry  of 


G f f o oci 
nty  Goun 
:VS  Act, 


Dt.’-L  s; 


nung  htvs  been  r^po 
are  the  res-:>onslbl0  authoil 


under  the 


1 c 


There  Is  one  procl.uver  r f Accredit od  Milk  in  thedi strict;  one 
retailer  is  1:. censed  to  soli  p’bercu.l  in-Test ec.  Hi. Ik;  . one  to  settle 
and  sell  Accreditor!  Milk;  ruud  one  retailer  is  licensed  to  sell 
Pasteurised  Milk  produced  in  a nei;Aibouring  dl  strict, 

—4, 


^ Milk,  is  supplied  daily,  during  sessions,  to  the  Secondary  School, 
Senior „ Tunior  and  Infant  schools  in  the  town, 

Tho  trade  is  carried  on  satisfactorily  by  all  concerned. 

Infestation  Order.  1943 

Only  one  serious  complaint  of  Rat  Infestation  v/as  received 
during  thu  year  which  was  dealt  with  satisfactorily.  Premises  are 
inspected  from  time  to  time  and  it  is  hoped  that,  in  due  course, 
satisfactory  arrangement?  vdll  be  made  with  the  adjoining  Rural 
District  to  share  the  services,  at  any  rate  temporarily,  of  a 
trained  rodent  operative. 


Housing 

There  is  still  a.  great  need  for  further  houses  in  spite  of  the 
Town  Council’s  activities  in  the  years  between  the  two  v;ars.  They 

have  erected  289  houses  out  of  a total  of  I525  dwelling-houses  of 
all  classes  in  the  Borough. besides  subsidising  73  under  the  various 
Housing  Acts  and  lending  money  in  15  other  cases  under  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  loc^il  authority  ha.ve  either  built  or 
are  or  have  been  financially  interested  in  no  less  than  25^  of  all 
the  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough,  Nevertheless  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  present  war  the  Town  Council  were  negotiating  for  a further 
site  of  some  12  acres  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  vdll  be  fully 
developed  as  soon  as  the  Government  can  grant  facilities  for  building 
after  hostilities  cease. 


_Snnita.ry  Inspection 


It  ilins  been  impossible  to  carry  out  routine  Inspections  during 
the  year,  as  in  ordinary  times,  but  as  complaints  have  arisen  they 
have  all  been  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

With  only  one  or  two  .exceptions,  wliich  are  well  knovm  to  us, 
the  houses  in  the  town  are  kept  in  very  fair  condition  both  by  the 
landlords  aid  the  tenants. 

The  Oases  to  which  I refer  are  k?pt  constantly  under  review, 
and  whore  there  are  small  clilldren  I have  the  co-opercvtion  of  the 
County  Council  Health  Visitor  as  well, 

Publi c Health  Officers 

a. .  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

b.  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Borough  Surveyor, 

c.  One  whole- time  Veterinary  Insieector  at  the  Bacon  Factory  of 
Messrs,  C,  & T,  Harris  ( Caine)  Ltd, 

d.  County  Council  Health  Visitor  whoso  district  extends  into 
the  adjoining  Rural  District, 


have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  obedi ent  Servant , 


(sgd)  R,D,  GRAY, 


Medical 
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